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The front doorstep of a typical Brussels townhouse.
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Did you discover anything surprising that you didn’t know about Tintin, Hergé and Belgium?
I think the biggest surprise for me was seeing how much research Hergé 
did before he put pencil to paper. File upon file of photos and cuttings 
from magazines that he collected to get as much information about a 
subject before he started work on an album. He even had a file on life in 
New Zealand. What adventure Tintin would have down here I can only 
imagine.

Visiting the workshop of Andy Jacobs.



©
 H

erg
é -

 M
ou

lin
sa

rt 
20

11

©
 H

erg
é -

 M
ou

lin
sa

rt 
20

11

What is your favourite part of Brussels?
Everything from the point I landed at the airport to the time when I had 
to leave. New Zealand is relatively a young country with quite a short 
history. Belgium on the other hand is rich with culture many centuries 
old. Seeing places like the Antwerp Cathedral gave me a new found 
respect for the skill of generations past.

What were your impressions when visiting the building in which Hergé worked,  
which now houses the Studios Hergé, on Avenue Louise, Brussels?

It was great to see the dedication everyone at the Studios has to keeping 
Hergé’s art alive in the high tech age we live in. Tintin has entertained 
thousands of people worldwide over the years and the work they’re 
doing at the Studios Hergé hopefully ensures he’ll keep entertaining 
for many years to come.

The Crab with the Golden Claws

A life boat from Antwerp.


